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Ben Martin

Ben is a successful advanced dressage rider and trainer, who has built up a solid reputation for backing and producing young horses. He has produced and sourced young horses which have gone on to have national and international success. He has won regional and national championships in dressage. He has won many county championships and been well placed and champion at HOYS in showing and has competed in novice eventing and up to 1.30 show jumping
When did you start riding? 

I started riding when I was 11

Who was your first horse?

I had a pony called Kate who belonged to a friend from school. She was a pony with sat nav for every occasion!

What qualities do you look for in a horse?

Firstly they have to be forward with correct conformation. After that I think they must give you a good ‘feel’ when you sit on them. I know when I get on whether I like them or not. We only buy horses, even ones to sell, that we would like for ourselves because while they are with you, you have to want to ride them everyday.

If you could have any horse who would it be?

I’d love to have Valegro at the moment. I think Charlotte Dujardin has done such a fantastic job training him and he looks an amazing ride.

What tack or gadget could you not live without?

We don’t use many gadgets but I don’t thing I would want to be without a lunge line. I’m no crash test dummy and would rather they let off a bit of steam without me!

What is the best advice you could give to any aspiring riders?

We all should look at ourselves first. We need to be sitting correctly in the right place before we expect our horses to not be crooked.

Who is your hero (riding)?

I train with Ferdi Eilberg and I don’t think I have ever met anyone else so passionate about what they do and so giving in their knowledge.

What is your greatest riding achievement?

I’m very proud of quite a few things I have done but two that definitely stick in  my mind are winning the coloured horse championship at horse of the year show on Florida, and winning the novice freestyle championship at this years BD winter national championships this year on Dimaggik.
When did you last fall off?

Yesterday from a breaker! He came having already been broken but with issues and kindly waited four weeks until showing me his tricks. He’s been fine and got on him as normal and as I threw my leg over, he shot backwards so fast, that as I went to sit down I realised that there wasn’t anything underneath me. He then, in the same split second, ran forwards again and butted me into the air like a goat! 

If you could have any other job in the world what would it be?

I’d quite like to have been a ski instructor. I love skiing and try to get to go as much as we can.

What feed or supplement couldn’t you live without?

The only supplement we tend to always have is something for gastric ulcers. The more I read up on it, the more it seems that this is a problem that a lot of horses have to deal with.

Who do you have lessons with?

As I already said Ferdi Eilberg.

What is your favourite breed of horse?

I don’t really have a favourite breed, the European warm bloods are all very interbred now. I love a hot horse and I definitely have a type that I veer towards. 

What is your favourite colour of horse?

I don’t mind what colour they are but I do tend to steer wide of black horses. Our agent in Holland knows this. Her standing joke is that she has dark liver chestnut ones to look at!

What is your least favourite horsey chore?

Sweeping!!!!! I love the yard being tidy but it is the job I dislike the most.

Do you have any up and coming horses that would should keep and eye out for?

My young horse Dimaggik is definitely one to watch. She’s owned by long term owner Nicky Tomes and won the novice freestyle at the winter champs this year. We also have a 3year old by Showmaker and our mare is in foal again to L’espoir (a young stallion of Paul Schokemohle) so they are two that I am definitely looking forward to.

When did you last forget your test/course?

The week before the Regionals in the summer I went for a test run at Addington and I forgot to do a give and retake in the canter, which wasn’t very good at the time but did make sure I didn’t do it the following week!

Have you always ridden at dressage?

I have always ridden dressage, but until about 5 years ago, I have always done it along side all the other disciplines from showing, eventing and show jumping.

What is your favourite part of breeding?

I love it all from foaling down to watching them grow into something to ride.

Where is the best place you have competed and why?

That’s got to be Hartpury after winning there last year. It’s a great show with fantastic facilities and I love a lap of honour!

Do you have a good luck charm? (For competing or backing youngsters etc)

I don’t really have a lucky charm but I can’t do without my other half, Mandy, when breaking the young horses.

Ben is available for lessons/clinics and training/breaking.

Mobile: 07973633424

Website: www.benmartinequestrian.co.uk

